[Surgical treatment of pulmonary metastases of osteosarcoma. Apropos of 206 operated cases].
Two hundred and six patients were operated for lung metastases from osteosarcoma over a period of 7 years. The operative mortality was 0.3%. The actuarial survival for the overall population was 78% at one year. 50% at two years, 40% at three years and 34% at five years. The most significant prognostic factors (p < 0.01) were the number of metastases, the duration of the free interval and the degree of differentiation. Sex, age, site and type of resection of osteosarcoma or the metastases did not have any influence on prognosis. Surgical resection of lung metastases currently constitutes an essential part of the multidisciplinary management of osteosarcoma.